Totally implanted venous access devices implanted in the saphenous vein. Relation between the reservoir site and comfort/discomfort of the patients.
When a totally implantable venous access device (TIVAD) is implanted in the femoral or saphenous vein, the port can be placed in the abdominal wall, thigh, or anteroinferior thoracic wall. This study analyzed the relationship between the position of the port and patient comfort. All patients who underwent TIVAD implantation from 1995 to 2011 were included in the study. Sex, age, indication for TIVAD implantation, contraindication for implantation in a vein draining into the superior vena cava, surgical technique, length of procedure, complications, difficulties recorded by nurses, and patient comfort or discomfort were recorded. The TIVAD was implanted in the saphenous vein in 6 of 581 patients (1.3%) who received a TIVAD, consisting of four male subjects and two female subjects aged 35 to 56 years (mean age: 47.3 years), who all underwent TIVAD implantation for the treatment of a solid tumor. The port was positioned in the anteroinferior thoracic wall in one patient, the abdominal wall in one patient, the anterior thigh in three patients, and the lateral thigh in one patient. The mean procedure duration was 52 minutes (range: 20-135 minutes). No immediate or early complications were recorded. The nurses had difficulty in puncturing the port in the abdominal wall. Patient comfort levels were high when the port was placed in the anterior thigh. The anterior thigh may be the most useful and comfortable position for the port of a TIVAD implanted in the inferior vena cava. Larger studies should be undertaken to confirm this.